Condylar asymmetry measurements in patients with temporomandibular disorders.
The relationship between condylar asymmetry and handedness of the patients with temporomandibular disorders (TMD) and patients with no signs or symptoms of TMD was investigated. The experimental group consisted of 25 patients aged 15 to 52 years who were referred for treatment of TMD. The mean age of this group was 26.24 years. The control group consisted of 25 patients aged 14 to 52 years (mean age: 26.16 years). The formula by Habets et al.14 was used to express the symmetry between the condyles and the rami on the orthopantomogram (OPG) image. Differences between both groups and subgroups (condyle, ramus, condyle plus ramus) regarding symmetry were calculated with the Student's t-test. The mean of condylar asymmetry was found to be 11.11 +/- 11.03% in the TMD group. However, in the control group, the mean of condylar asymmetry was found to be 8.36 +/- 6.27%. No statistically significant differences were found between condylar asymmetry in both groups (p>0.05). No statistically significant differences were found between condylar asymmetry index in patients with TMD according to myogenous problems and in patients with no signs or symptoms of TMD.